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Overview

• Why a European approach to child safety

• Magnitude of child safety in Europe

• Milestones in in child safety over the past 10 
years in Europe

• Conclusions 

• The way forward



• Injury-leading cause of child death

• Children’s right to safety

• Minimum level standards and 
regulations

• Consistency for health policies

• Coordinated action by a critical mass

• Equity for children

Why a European approach to child 
safety?



In Europe, more 
children die of 
injuries than all 
other childhood 
diseases 
combined.



Proportion of burden attributable to 
environmental factors among 
European children 0-19 years of age
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Mortality gap from injuries in children in eastern and 
western parts of the Region has not narrowed for 20 yrs



Trend in child injury fatalities
3-year average mortality rate per 100,000 for all u nintentional injuries in children aged 0-19 
years in the WHO European Region, 2003-2005 or most  recent three year period
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Comparison of 
unintentional injury death 
rates in European region
(Average standardised mortality rates for all 
unintentional injuries in children aged 0-19 years in 
the WHO European Region, 3 year average for 2003-

2005 or most recent three year period)



Potential for life saving in children and 
adolescents in participating CSAP countries



Policy commitments supporting child 
safety in Europe

• United Nations (UN)

• Organisations for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development 
(OECD)

• World Health 
Organization (WHO)

• European Commission 
(EC)



UN policy commitments supporting 
child safety in Europe

• Convention on the rights of the child

• Millennium development goals

• General assembly resolution to improve 
global road safety

• World fit for children resolution

• UNICEF league table of
child injury

• UNICEF child friendly
world report on child injury



OECD policy commitments supporting 
child safety in Europe

• Keeping children safe in traffic policy brief



WHO policy commitments supporting 
child safety in Europe

• WHO constitution

• Resolution EUR/RC55/R9 Prevention of 
Injuries

• Resolution EUR/RC53/R7 European Strategy 
for Child and Adolescent Health

• Children’s Environment and
Health Action Plan and
Declaration (CEHAPE)

• World and European Reports
on Child Injury Prevention

• WHA resolution for child injury
prevention recommended



EC policy commitments supporting 
child safety in Europe

• Revision of the GPSD 2001

• Decision no. 1786/2002/EC – priority of health and 
health protection

• Directive 2002/95/EC defining ‘safe product’ with 
special attention to children

• Communication on the application of the 
precautionary principle in relation to children

• Development and launch of RAPEX system

• Toys included in “ New Directives” approach and 
review to the toy safety directive

• Recommendation on Injury Prevention and Safety 
Promotion



EU Standards improvements

• Playground equipment

• Water safety products and environments

• Roller sport equipment

• Safety gates

• Helmets

• Lighters: child resistant,
flammability of products,
flame retardant clothing

• Child resistant packaging

• Baby walker standard



Increased availability of evidence-based good 
practice to make advocating for child safety 
policies easier



Measuring child safety policies in 
Europe 



Improvements from 2007 to 2009 report card 
assessments of child injury prevention policies

Country
Change from 

2007

Austria +11.5

Belgium +1

Czech Republic +11

Estonia +9

France +3

Germany +2

Greece +7

Hungary +5.5

Italy +4.5

Netherlands +4.5

Portugal +7

Scotland +4

Spain +7

Sweden +2.5

CSAP average +4.5

• Overall score improved
• Most improvement 

scores were in 
poisoning, burns/scalds 
prevention and 
leadership

• All countries made 
improvements from 
3.4% to 42.6%

• In 2007 overall 
performance grades 
were a ratio of 
good:fair:poor 3:8:3

• In 2009 overall 
performance scores 
ratio change to 7:7:0



Capacity building 

24 countries in 
Europe are in the 
process of developing
National Child Safety
Action Plans



CAPACITY for child injury prevention has been 
expanded through the European Child Safety 
Alliance working collaboratively to make lives safer 
for children.



Countries:  

- Austria

- Belgium

- Cyprus

- Czech Republic

- Denmark

- England

- Estonia

- Finland

- France

- Germany

European Child Safety Alliance

- Greece

- Hungary

- Iceland

- Ireland

- Israel

- Italy

- Latvia

- Lithuania 

-Luxembourg

- Malta

- Netherlands

- N. Ireland

- Norway

- Poland

- Portugal

- Scotland

- Slovenia

- Slovakia

- Spain

- Sweden

- Switzerland

- Wales

Affiliated organisations:

- European Association for the Co-ordination of Consumer Representation in Standards 
- European Academy of Paediatricians
- International Society for Child and Adolescent Injury



Funds contributing to child injury 
prevention

Continuous support from Johnson and Johnson Europe

Decision no 372/1999/EC injury prevention included 
within the Public Health Programme with successful 
grants for child injury prevention:

• Establishment of a European Network for 
child safety - ECSA

• Water Safety – including safety of services
• Potentially Dangerous Child Safety 

Products
• Child Safety Action Plans (I and II)



• More lives saved

• More funds contributed

• More policy support at European and National levels

• More child safety products available throughout Europe

• More child safety experts working collaboratively

• Increased commitment to addressing the issue

Conclusions

Advancements have been made in child injury prevention in 
Europe over the past decade through the efforts of European 
and national stakeholders:



• Commitment: advance injury
in a cross cutting approach

• Good practice : advocate 
the use of what works

• Data and research : influence
the quality and quantity 

• Capacity building : develop and 
implement national action plans with 
diverse professionals and experts

The way forward



Thank you

Questions ?

European 
Commission


